2 DIVISION XII / COMMISSION 5 / WORKING GROUP recently-released Draft Strategic Plan, CODATA identifies three strategic CODATA initiatives, including the Global Information Commons for Science Initiative (GICSI) , and identifies a number of ways of achieving greater engagement with the broader scientific community. It also recognises the success of existing CODATA activities such as the Data Science Journal, the Task Groups, and the biennial CODATA conferences, and proposes ways in which these might be made even more effective. CODATA has also adopted a new Mission Statement to reflect these changes.
In conjunction with these new initiatives, CODATA membership is growing. Australia, Ireland, and the UK are in the process of becoming members of CODATA, as has the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG).
Another important development has been the release of the Draft Report of ICSUs Strategic Committee on Information and Data (SCID), whose members included three astronomers. Recommendations of this report include:
• Support for the CODATA Strategic Plan, and a recommendation that CODATA focus on its strategic initiatives.
• A proposed restructuring of the Federation of Astronomical and Geophysical data analysis Services (FAGS) and World Data Center system (WDC) into a new body, the World Data Services (WDS). A measure of success of this new body will be the value that it delivers to bodies such as the existing astronomical data centres and the Virtual Observatory.
• A proposed restructuring of ICSU activities, to enable ICSU to assert a strategic leadership role on behalf of the global scientific community in relation to the policies, management and stewardship of scientific data and information, including the establishment of a new body to work closely with CODATA and WDS. The next CODATA Conference will take place in Kiev, Ukraine, in October 2008. The conference will include a one-day session on Astronomical Data and the Virtual Observatory and also a meeting of FAGS and WDC representatives to discuss the establishment of the new WDS. Other challenges include the bottleneck in transferring data from journals to data centres. This difficult challenge is being faced by several disciplines, and we have much to learn from each other. Another potential example is that ICSU may be useful in helping these centres achieve their ambitious goals. But it is early days, and we are only just starting to explore potential ways forward.
